
 

MOVING THROUGH MATH—Mul�plica�on and Division 

 

Many students memorize the �mes tables yet fail to master a 

conceptual understanding of mul�plica�on. Without this cri�cal 

conceptual understanding, students have no founda�on upon which 

to build. This is why many students struggle with factors and 

mul�ples, and later on with frac�ons. In this workshop, teachers 

examine how repea�ng pa!erns establish the equal grouping 

concepts that underlie mul�plica�on and division. They then learn to 

lead lessons that integrate the arts with mul�plica�on concepts. 

Through pictures, words, rhythm, and movement, equal grouping 

concepts are literally brought to life. Through this process, teachers 

discover how to help students move past memorizing the �mes 

tables, and understand the founda�ons of mul�plying and dividing 

with this ac�ve, conceptual, and crea�ve approach  

to teaching mathema�cs. 

 

MARCIA DAFT is known for crea�ng original instruc�onal methods for 

teaching music as well as integra�ng music and movement into other 

areas of the curriculum. Her work has been used in classrooms throughout 

the United States for fi$een years. Ms. Da$ is a na�onal workshop leader 

for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, a Master Ar�st 

with the Wolf Trap Ins�tute for Early Learning Through the Arts, and a 

consultant for arts ins�tu�ons throughout the U.S. She has developed 

museum exhibi�ons, broadcast programs, and educa�onal programs for 

the Smithsonian Ins�tu�on. She has also wri/en over twenty children's 

educa�onal books for both the Smithsonian Ins�tu�on and the Na�onal 

Symphony Orchestra. Ms. Da$ holds a Bachelor’s Degree in engineering 

from Duke University, a Master’s Degree in music from the University of 

Chicago, and studied piano performance at the Mozarteum in Salzburg. 

She holds both a Cer�ficate and License in Dalcroze Eurhythmics, and 

performs as part of the duo-piano team Le Qua/ro Mani. 
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